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Fountain Gallery Celebrates Outsider Art Week 
1) At Outsider Art Fair, Booth 21: January 9-11, 2009 
2) At Fountain Gallery: Outta Sight: Artists Outside the Mainstream 
          A Group Exhibition Curated by Margaret Bodell 
          January 9-February 25, 2009 
         Open House: Sunday, January 11, 1-5 p.m.

New York, NY – January 2, 2009 – Fountain Gallery, located at 702 Ninth Avenue at 48th Street and representing artists living and working with mental illness, today announced that it will present work by its artists and by select guest artists at Booth 21 of the 17th International Outsider Art Fair, January 9-11, at 7W, 7 West 34th Street in New York City. Concurrent with the Fair, Fountain Gallery will open its first exhibition of 2009: Outta Sight: Artists Outside the Mainstream, which will be on view through February 25, with an Open House at the Gallery on Sunday, January 11, from 1 to 5 p.m.  This exhibition is made possible in part by the support of The Renate, Hans and Maria Hofmann Trust and by Glenn Close.  Outta Sight and the Fountain Gallery presentation at Outsider Art Fair are curated by Margaret Bodell.

“I describe the work of these artists as contemporary Americana,” said Bodell, whose 

work over the past 20 years as an art entrepreneur, gallery owner, art program developer and exhibition curator has initiated numerous projects integrating emerging contemporary artists and underrepresented artists such as those with disabilities. “Much of it focuses 

on themes of current events and reflects a strong sense of the artist’s community, whether that community is Brooklyn, New York, or Anchorage, Alaska.” Continued Bodell, “Outsider work brings a new aesthetic to our world and has broken boundaries of artmaking and showing. Fountain Gallery has built a reputation for presenting this work before it’s in the market, and the Gallery’s proximity to the Outsider Art Fair location provides an ideal opportunity to see more of these extraordinary pieces.”

Outsider Art, once an underground phenomenon classified under the folk art umbrella, has emerged as a leading force in defining a new Americana. It includes work by people with mental illness and other disabilities who are bringing into sight their previously unseen artistic visions and contributions.
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Outta Sight and the Fountain Gallery presentation at Outsider Art Fair will showcase works in a variety of mediums by select Fountain Gallery artists including Keith Pavia, who considers many of his works stories outside of a conventional structure, in which various recurring characters partake in an abstract or surrealistic narrative; and Gary Brent Hilsen, whose paint application technique lends his bold, sensuous acrylic paintings the texture of watercolor and oil. Guest artist Anne Marie Grgich is often inspired by materials and has recently incorporated into her work multiple layers of prints on tissue, which are given a distinctive waxy glass-like surface through the use of various mediums.   

Artworks from a number of organizations assisting artists with mental illness and other disabilities will be presented, including: LAND (League Artists Natural Design - Brooklyn, NY); Two Spirits Gallery (Anchorage, AK); Spindle Works (Brunswick, ME);  Resources for Human Development, and Flying Shuttles (both of Pawtucket, RI)

About Fountain Gallery

Fountain Gallery is the premier venue in New York City representing artists with mental illness. Founded in 2000 as a not-for-profit cooperative, the Gallery exhibits work by a core group of Fountain House members and collaborates with a wide network of artists, curators, and cultural institutions, providing a platform for exchange and public dialogue. Embracing artists who are both emerging and established, Fountain Gallery cultivates artistic growth and makes a vital contribution to the New York arts community.
Artworks by Gallery artists can be viewed at: www.fountaingallerynyc.com

For more information about Fountain House: www.fountainhouse.org
Fountain Gallery

               702 Ninth Avenue at 48th Street

               New York City 10019

               212.262.2756

               Tues-Sat 11-7; Sun 1-5

               More than a gallery. A movement.

                Sanford Smith’s 17th Annual Outsider Art Fair

                at 7W

                7 West 34th Street 

                New York City

                January 9-11, 2009 

                Friday, January 9: 11-8

                Saturday, January 10: 11-7

                Sunday, January 11: 11-6
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